AFTER THE BATTLE

signalled to go to general quarters; but at the same
time I told the consul he need have no fear of the
batteries opening fire. So we sat down to our meal,
which was not interrupted by any shots.

This incident had its effect. The consul agreed
with me that, in view of the possibility of some irre-
sponsible person in the batteries firing on the ships
and thus precipitating a bombardment of the city,
it would be advisable to remove the temptation.
Late that afternoon the ships all took up an anchor-
age nearer our base off the Cavite arsenal, which was
retained until the attack on Manila in the following
August.

During the night, between the departure of the
Spaniards and the landing of our guards at Cavite,
there had been some looting on the part of the na-
tives. But the next morning the place was well po-
liced by our forces and all disorder checked. Com-
mander E. P. Wood, of the Petrel, was placed in
charge of the arsenal, government buildings, and
stores; the machinery, docks, and workshops were
utilized for our ships, and, later, the many resources
of the place were employed not only in keeping our
squadron in good condition, but also in making re-
pairs upon the other naval vessels and army trans-
ports which later arrived from home.

Working parties were at once landed to bury the
dead, and all our surgeons were sent ashore to aid
in attending the Spanish sick and wounded. Ar-e Cuba nor the Isla de Luzon,new navy the percentage of the enemy with heavy loss
